NORMAN ANIMAL WELFARE CENTER OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE
Aug 3, 2015

The Norman Animal Welfare Center Oversight Committee of the City of Norman, Cleveland
County, State of Oklahoma, met in the Multi-Purpose room on the 3rd day of August, 2015 at
6:00 p.m. The notice and agenda of the meeting were posted in the Municipal Building at 201
West Gray Street on the 28th of July, 2015. The meeting was also posted on the City of Norman
website.

I. CALL TO ORDER.

Co-Chairperson Mark Howery called the meeting to order at approximately 6:02 p.m.

IL. ROLL CALL.

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

Co-Chairperson Mark Howery
Kathryn Schwartz Bierman

Jayne Crumpley

Ginger Noble, D.V.M.

Jennifer Kidney PhD .

Joe Carter D.V.M

Councilman Stephen Tyler Holman
Rebecca Bean

OTHER PRESENT:

Jeanne Snider, Assistant City Attorney
Rick Knighton, Assistant City Attorney
John Bowman, Animal Welfare Supervisor
Jim Maisano, Deputy Chief

Darci Poe, Animal Welfare

Kellie Seeds, Animal Welfare

III. APPROVAL OF THE JUNE MINUTES
Chairperson Mark Howery introduced new committee member Kathryn Schwartz
Bierman.
Chairperson Mark Howery asked if there were any correction or additions. A couple
of corrections were noted on names. Dr. Joe Carter motioned to accept the minutes,
Jayne Crumpley seconded, and the motion was carried.
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MONTHLY STATISTICS

Chairperson Mark Howery said he appreciates the extensive statistics and thanked
John for them.

John Bowman went over the statistics, explaining the categories and their numbers
compared to last year at this time including On the Job Injuries (OJIs), vehicle
accidents, and owner relinquished animals.

Rebecca Bean asked if people can rent out traps at the office. John Bowman
answered yes and explained that the trap needs to be covered if a skunk is trapped in
order for it to be picked up.

Dr. Joe Carter asked why the city pet license numbers are down. John Bowman
explained that there was a back log that is now caught up. John Bowman also
explained how the money is tracked that comes from the city pet license fees and how
it is used for the low cost spay/neuter program. John Bowman explained how the
spay/neuter program works and that Animal Welfare pays 100% of the cost for the
spay/neuter program by using Spayway. Dr. Joe Carter asked if it was possible to get
that information emailed. John Bowman answered yes, as soon as he gets it all
together.

Dr. Joe Carter said he noticed the citations issued more than doubled this year, and
asked if there was an explanation for that. John Bowman went over the categories
and numbers on page four. Assistant city attorney Jeanne Snider also explained how
the municipal court handles them and the fines.

Dr. Joe Carter noticed the donation account was up, saying that was good. John
Bowman said several months ago there was a large donation of $60,000.00 that went
into that account. Dr. Joe Carter suggested that when construction is over or perhaps
before that we could talk about what we would need next and organize a fund raising
event. There was some discussion on what the funds could be used for and how those
funds could go directly to the shelter. Deputy Chief Maisano said we want the large
family donation to be for something that will be a long term benefit. He mentioned
the donation trailer that is being looked into that could be purchased with that money.
Kathryn Bierman said she reviewed the donation process at other metro shelters and
found that Oklahoma City Animal Welfare has a place on their website where people
can donate and even specify what they want to donate their money to, for example,
for heartworm treatment. She asked if there was a way Norman Animal Welfare
could do something like this.

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

Deputy Chief Maisano said they completed the underground plumbing and electric.
He said they should be able to pour the slab tomorrow, then Wednesday or Thursday
they can put the masons in so they can start setting up the scaffolding and start
construction of exterior walls. Dr. Joe Carter asked when the estimated completion

datg is. Deputy Chief Maisano said right now the final punch list is set for December
15%.

CITY ORDINANCE UPDATE
Deputy Chief Maisano presented a power point review of the city ordinances that
were updated.
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Questions and comments regarding the ordinance review:
Mark Campbell asked if pets are allowed at festivals such as the Medieval Fair and the Art Walk
where food is.

Amy Bradshaw said she is not finding where it was mentioned that if you have your pet
microchipped, it doesn't have to wear a tag. She asked if there was any public notice that animals
are at the shelter. Amy also said she is very happy and thankful for all the changes and
appreciates all the work going into it. She also asked if the CPL’s could be prorated.

Curtis Ensler asked if a vicious dog had to be muzzled in the house. He said that in Sec 3-205 it
says “but not limited to” regarding disposals. He asked what that meant and suggested it be
taken out.

Mark Campbell gave examples of taking his dogs with him to Sprouts and other local places and
leaving them in the shade with water; he asked if someone called Animal Welfare about his dogs,
what would happen and if what he was doing was okay. He also asked if Animal Welfare
Officers are able to scan animals. Deputy Chief Maisano said they would look at the totality of
the situation and yes, Animal Welfare Officers can all scan animals in the field.

Mark Howery asked if there was a permitting system for exotic animals in Norman. He said
there are pythons and boas for sale at PetSmart and argued dropping them from the list of
exotics. He also said that there is a redundancy because it says anaconda though anacondas are
boas. Deputy Chief Maisano asked Mark to please email him the corrected statement.

Kate Bierman said sub section I under exotics needs to be clarified.

Jayne Crumpley asked what the definition of dangerous is regarding the boas/pythons. She also
asked if people could be in the Walmart parking lot giving away animals. Deputy Chief Maisano
did answer no; they did have to be on their own property. Jayne also said she didn’t understand
why cats don’t have to be contained like dogs. Dr. Joe Carter said there was some opposition
before regarding that subject in the past and explained why.

Mark Howery asked if the requirement of animals tethered in vehicles could only be enforced on
public roads; he suggested that it should state “on public roads” in the ordinance.

Rebecca Bean asked what the definition of the shelter and its role in our community. She also
asked what happens to owner relinquishments when the shelter is full; are they turned away? She
asked what else we can do for owner relinquished animals. She said that is another reason why
we need a foster program. She asked if we would euthanize an owner relinquished animal rather
than the person being turned away and the animal left to a worse fate. Deputy Chief Maisano
asked Rebecca Bean if she is approving us to euthanasia on spot for space. Rebecca Bean
answered yes, that is one of the worst jobs of a public shelter. She also asked about being able to
walk a nuisance dog off property.
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Kate Bierman said if you can walk a dangerous animal with a leash and muzzle, which is above
and beyond a nuisance animal, then the nuisance animal should be able to be walked.

Rebecca Bean said when it comes to rescue groups, they often have animals for a longer time
than the period recommended in the ordinance; Second Chance just had a dog that had been there
three years and just got rescued. She said she thinks the ordinance disallows an important
feature of a rescue to take those hard cases and it needs to be looked at.

Darcie Woodson said that Annie’s Ruff House has had dogs for several years because they were
hard to find homes for. She asked if a rescue is only supposed to keep an animal for a year, what
are they to do after that.

Amy Bradshaw said she thought that was only for fosters specifically.

Deputy Chief Maisano said we had talked about this at the last meeting; at what point in time do
you take ownership? He said we changed it from 6 months to 18 months, but at what point are
you the owner of the animal?

John Bowman explained commercial kennel licenses.

Rebecca Bean asked what the penalty is if the animal is kept longer than the 18 months.
Assistant City Attorney Jeanne Snider explained the penalties.

Amy Bradshaw asked if the person could apply for another extension.

Rebecca Bean asked to be walked through the steps of owner relinquishments. Deputy Chief
Maisano said staff will talk to you about your dog; ask about the dog’s temperament and
behavior and medical conditions. She also asked if a judge can say a dangerous animal can be
euthanized. She asked who evaluates the animal. Deputy Chief Maisano said they would look at
the totality of the situation and it has to be beyond a reasonable doubt with each side heard.
Assistant City Attorneys Jeanne Snider and Rick Knighton explained the court process and the
likelihood of a judge ordering an animal to be euthanized. Rebecca asked why we went from 3
strikes down to one strike. She asked how an Animal Welfare Group would get approved.
Deputy Chief Maisano said they have to come down to the city and fill out the appropriate
paperwork.

Deputy Chief Maisano said if you have any comments, please email John Bowman.

Rebecca Bean asked if Chinchillas and a bird were taken in. John Bowman said the bird was
returned to its owner. Rebecca asked if the Chinchillas were available. John answered no; they
are currently illegal in Norman. Chairperson Mark Howery asked if they will be okay under new
ordinances.

Rebecca Bean asked if we will look at the final revisions at the next meeting. Chairperson Mark
Howery said he thinks we should and hopes for a quorum for August 24" Deputy Chief
Maisano said he will look at the issues and bring them back for next meeting.
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MISCELLANEOUS COMMENTS

John Bowman talked about the Shelter Me Workshop that was held on July 25" that
staff, some volunteers and others attended that was put on by Norman Animal
Welfare. He also gave everyone a copy of the newspaper article from the Norman
Transcript.

Chairperson Mark Howery said that since the next set of statistics will start a new
year, could we have a one liner added to the stats to show the volunteer hours? John
Bowman said it was supposed to be on there this time but will figure out how to add
it.

Kathryn Bierman said she just scheduled her volunteer orientation. She said she does
not want to volunteer less than other committee members. She invited up to two
other members to join her. She asked how often we meet with other shelter directors
to discuss good practices. She said she would be happy to take the lead to make that
happen. Chairperson Mark Howery said quite a few who don’t volunteer are on the
committee. Jennifer Kidney said being on this committee is volunteering. Kathryn
Bierman also said that going to the shelter and being there to see the day to day
procedures would eliminate a lot of the questions there are at these meetings. Rebecca
Bean read the Animal Oversight Committee's resolution that states it “Insures that the
Animal Shelter and Pet Adoption Facility are run in a humane manner; implements
adoption policy; educates the community; coordinates volunteer services and
implements on-site spay and neuter program”; we need to know what we are here for
and how we can help.

Darcie Woodson welcomed the new committee member. She asked if the city pet
license goes to the general fund because the website says it goes into a special
revenue fund for the Norman adoption center. She suggested listing a place for
Animal Welfare donations on the city’s utility payments. Friends of Animals of
Norman (FAN) will raise money for any treatment; they pay the veterinarian directly.
She said Animal Welfare could buy foster equipment with the $60,000.00 donation.
Friends of Animals of Norman would be happy to help out as much as they can. She
asked what is the difference between foster to adopt and a foster program as far as
bite liability goes. She thanked everyone for all the changes made since the last
meeting.

Mark Campbell said he sees stray dogs posted on Facebook, and less than 10% of
those people want to bring those dogs to the shelter. He said he hopes the new facility
and other positive changes help with this. Mark also said he would like to see some
rabies awareness in Norman and that September 28™ is World Rabies Awareness day.
He said the trailer idea is great and it would be great if the shelter could get an
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octagon pen to go with the trailer so people could get in it with a dog if they are
interested in adopting the dog.

Chairperson Mark Howery said the city pet license money was earmarked for paying
for the old building but is now going to the general fund now that the Denise Miles
adoption center has been paid off.

Darcie Woodson said it is not out of bounds for these funds to go back to the shelter,
perhaps for a foster program then?

Assistant City Attorney Jeanne Snider said people can donate $250.00 or more though
it has do go before council although they never say they don’t want the money.

VIII. ADJOURNMENT
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Rebecca Bean and Jennifer Kidney.
Jayne Crumpley seconded. The motion was carried at 8:41pm.

ATTEST:

Mark Howery Co-Chairperson
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octagon pen to go with the trailer so people could get in it with a dog if they are
interested in adopting the dog.

Chairperson Mark Howery said the city pet license money was earmarked for paying
for the old building but is now going to the general fund now that the Denise Miles

adoption center has been paid oftf.

Darcie Woodson said it is not out of bounds for these funds to go back to the shelter,
perhaps for a foster program then?

Assistant City Attorney Jeanne Snider said people can donate $250.00 or more though
it has do go before council although they never say they don’t want the money.

VIII. ADJOURNMENT
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Rebecca Bean and Jennifer Kidney.

Jayne Crumpley seconded. The motion was carried at 8:41pm.

ATTEST:

Dok Kowewy

Mark Howery Co-Chairﬁérson
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